
Haymon-Morris Middle School

Invention and Innovation
7th grade Syllabus
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Instructor:
Teresa Johnson



e-mail: teresa.johnson@barrow.k12.ga.us


website: http://engineeringandtechnology.weebly.com 

Textbooks:
Technology Education: Learning by Design
Supplies: The following items will be used by students daily:

1 Paper folder 

1 manila folder

Pencils/pen
Ruler

Paper 

Graph paper

Agenda 
Miscellaneous items for projects
Purpose of the course:

· Introduce students to the world of invention and innovation and impacts on society.

· Engineering Design Process and problem solving

· The student will gain an understanding of technology and how it affects our daily lives.

· The student will understand and be able to apply the problem solving approach to form solutions to everyday dilemmas.

This is a semester course that lasts 90 minutes each day on a modified block schedule.

Instructional Philosophy:

The class will be taught in an experiential manner where the students are encouraged to actively participate in class discussion, readings, individual, and group projects and class modules.  It is important for students to take ownership of their learning and be responsible for all assignments.

Attendance:

Attendance is critical to the success of this course. The class attendance policy will follow the same guidelines set forth in the student handbook.  

Safety:

Because of the nature of this course, students will work with and learn to use a variety of tools and equipment.  Each student will be oriented and assessed on basic workplace safety procedures. While working in the classroom or in the lab all safety procedures must be followed.  If a student does not follow the correct safety procedures the student will not be permitted to complete the activity.  If a student places himself/herself or others in danger the student will be removed and the proper disciplinary actions will follow.

Grades: Will be based on the following percentages, and be given quarterly.
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Frequently Asked Questions:
Q: What are work ethic points?  
A: Engineering and Technology is a career/technical course.  Therefore, we 
strive to maintain a businesslike atmosphere.  Students are given daily points
for following the daily goals.  This includes, but is not limited to: being prepared,
following procedures, and participating in class appropriately.  I will be using Class Dojo as a tool for assessing work ethic as well as sending communication reminders.  Sign-up instructions will follow soon.
Q: What is a DOT?

A: Daily Oral Technology, also known as DOT, is the daily warm-up for Engineering and Technology.  It is a key question and answer posted at the beginning of class. DOT questions and answers should be recorded everyday.  DOTs will be collected every two weeks.  Students should keep all returned DOTs for preparation of the final exam.  IF A STUDENT IS ABSENT THEY ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR GETTING ANY MISSING WORK OR DOTS.  Students may get DOT questions from a classmate, the absentee folder or my website.
Q: What do I do if I am absent?

A: Check the absentee binder, located on the resource shelf.  This folder is divided into sections for DOTs, notes, and handouts.  Check with a classmate to find out what you missed.
Q: What do I do with work that is returned to me?
A: Keep all tests, assigned notes, writing assignments, and handouts in your notebook.
Q: What is an engineering design notebook?

A: When working in the lab, students will use the engineering design notebook to keep a record of all the activities, decisions, plans, thought processes, and as a journal of these actions.

Special Note:  This is a tentative syllabus, items may be changed as necessary.

If you have any questions about this class or the grading policy, please feel free to contact me by email: teresa.johnson@barrow.k12.ga.us.  

Please keep up to date with class activities through the following website: http://engineeringandtechnology.weebly.com
Discipline Plan for Technology Education Lab

The pupil who is never required to do what he cannot do, never does what he can do.   
– John Stuart Mill

It is my goal that all students are challenged and excited to learn.  However, I understand that at times students will need to be reminded of what are considered appropriate choices in behavior.  The discipline plan described below coincides with the school-wide discipline plan.  It is my goal to handle Technology discipline issues within the Technology classroom, however, if needed the team and administration will be utilized to rectify any discipline problems.

Students can expect to be:


1)   treated with respect, as an individual


2)  informed of class requirements and grades

3) listened to

4) cared for

As a As the classroom teacher I expect :

1) to be treated with respect

2) students to follow all procedures

3) students to be prepared

4) students to be responsible for their own behavior
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$  The equipment in this room is expensive and everyone must use it carefully.   $
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Engineering and Technology is a career/technical course.  Therefore, we strive to maintain a businesslike atmosphere.  (Students receive 20 work ethic points each day.) Students are given daily points for following the daily goals.  This includes, but is not limited to: being prepared, following procedures, and participating in class appropriately. Work Ethic Points will be deducted from daily grades for each infraction.  
Special Note:  Due to the cost of equipment and materials, gum, candy, or any other food or drink (with the exception of water) is not permitted in the Engineering and Technology classroom or lab.  The consequence for breaking this rule will result in loss of work ethic points, and may result in losing part or all of a student’s behavior stamp and/or loss of time in the lab.

Barrow County School System is an Equal Opportunity Educator/Employer with established policies prohibiting discrimination on the basis of age, race, creed, religion, color, sex, national origin, disability or handicap, sexual orientation, or political affiliation in an educational program, activity, or employment in the district and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.

BYOT

BYOT – Bring Your Own Technology

The Barrow County School System’s technology mission is to maximize the integration and use of instructional

technologies to foster communication, collaboration, create engaging learning opportunities, to promote responsible digital citizenship, and to ensure an exceptional education for all students. BYOT days in technology will be announced in class. 
Students agree to:

· Use digital devices, networks and software in school for educational purposes and activities.

· Keep my personal information (including home/mobile phone number, mailing address, and user password) and that of others private.

· Show respect for myself and others when using technology including social media.

· Give acknowledgement to others for their ideas and work.

· Report inappropriate use of technology immediately.

This semester I will be utilizing Remind and Class Dojo as a communication tool.  Remind is a one-way text messaging system.  Please follow the instructions included to receive reminders and notifications of projects, tests, assignments, etc., 

Class Dojo is a tool used to provide feedback on work ethic and classroom behavior.  Instructions for Class Dojo will be sent separately.
To sign up for Remind: Please send the text message 





 to (912) 385-9596.
OTHER USEFUL APPS: QR reader, flashcard machine, quizlet, Kahoot, Socrative

Engineering and Technology Wishlist – the following is a list of items that are commonly used in the Engineering and Technology classroom, donations are greatly appreciated.
	Copy paper
	Kleenex
	Posterboard
	Dry erase markers

	Notebook paper
	3x2 colored Post-its
	Paper towels
	Wet wipes

	Masking tape
	Graph paper
	Straws
	School glue


Please mark donations with student name, home base, and Engineering & Technology.

CUT OFF THIS PORTION AND RETURN IT TO MRS. JOHNSON

Please read and sign the following agreement and return to Mrs. Johnson

STUDENTS:
I have read this syllabus and classroom discipline plan and understand it.  I will honor it while in the Engineering and Technology Education lab and classroom.

Signature







Date





PARENTS:

My child has discussed the syllabus and classroom discipline plan with me. I understand it and will support it.

Signature







Date




GRADING SCALE


Participation:		45%


Projects:		30%


Tests:			20%


Final Exam:		  5%


Total 100%








Syllabus
T. Johnson

